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Persevere in the Race 
Series:  Faithful in the Race 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
Introduction 

1. Don’t quit on _______. 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.  James 1:2-4, NIV 

We are pressed on every side by troubles, but not crushed and broken.  We are 
perplexed because we don’t know why things happen as they do, but we don’t 
give up and quit.  2 Corinthians 4:8, TLB 

2. Don’t quit on _______. 
Love one another as I have loved you.  John 15:12b 

Now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is 
love.  1 Corinthians 13:13, HCSB 

Your every action must be done with love.  1 Corinthians 16:14, HCSB 

3. Don’t quit on the _______.   
I am certain that I will see the LORD’s goodness in the land of the living.  
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart be courageous.  Wait for the 
LORD.  Psalm 27:13-14, CSB 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we 
do not give up.  Galatians 6:9 

But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify to the gospel of the grace of God.  Acts 20:24 

Overview 
 Running a Race involves entering, ______________, and finishing.   

1. People run races for a ________.   
Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives 
the prize?  So run that you may obtain it.  1 Corinthians 9:24 

a. All runners _____. 
b. Run to _____.   

2.  A race worth running demands ______-_________ and a goal.   

Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  They do it to 
receive a perishable wreath . . . 1 Corinthians 9:25a 

a. Exercise self-control in _____ things 
b. To receive a ________________ wreath.   

3. The heavenly race requires discipline and an ______ reminder.   
. . . but we an imperishable.  So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as 
one beating the air.  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, 
lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.   

 1 Corinthians 9:25b-27 

a. We run for an ___________________ crown. 
b. We do not run _______________. 
c. We ________________ the body. 

i. Discipline builds ______________.   
ii. Discipline builds __________________.   

What’s the Prize?  
1. Persevere and run to win in your _______________________.   

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 1:2-3 

2. Persevere and run to win _________ to Christ.   
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.  To those under the law I 
became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I 
might win those under the law.  To those outside the law I became as one 
outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) 
that I might win those outside the law.  To the weak I became weak, that I 
might win the weak.  I have become all things to all people, that by all means 
I might save some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with 
them in its blessings.  1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

3. Persevere and run for the ______________ that lies ahead of us.   
. . . They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.   

      1 Corinthians 9:25b 

All scripture from the English Standard Version unless otherwise noted


