
The Mission of 
Jesus 
A 6-week Life Group Study 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

 and to give his life as a ransom for many.   

Mark 10:45 



Introduction 
At Northside, our mission is to bring people to Jesus and 
learn to follow Him together.  We do that by seeking to live 
authentic lives, by being grace-minded and faith-filled.   

One of the ways to grow in faith is by growing in the Word.  
We believe that can happen by doing a study like this 
together and by storing up God’s word in our hearts.  This 
year our focus has been on the heart.  The Bible has a lot to 
say about the heart.  We’ve highlighted that with monthly 
memory verses.  Here is a list of the verses for this year. 

January  
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  
In the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.  John 16:33 
February 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.  Psalm 51:10 

March 
You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your 

heart.  Jeremiah 29:13 
April 
 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and 

to the steadfastness of Christ.   
2 Thessalonians 3:5 
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May 
 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might 

not sin against you.  Psalm 119:11 
June 
 Above all else guard your heart, for everything you do 

flows from it.  Proverbs 4:23, NIV 
July 

 So teach us to number our days that we may get a 
heart of wisdom.  Psalm 90:12 

August 
 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.  Mark 12:30 

September 
 When the cares of my heart are many, your 

consolations cheer my soul.  Psalm 94:19 
October  

 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.  Matthew 6:21   

November  
 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 

which indeed you were called in one body.  And be thankful.  
Colossians 3:15 

December 
 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, 

brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.   
1 Peter 3:8 
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For 25 weeks we have been 
studying the gospel of Mark 
under the theme, “The Heart 
of the Gospel”.  It’s all about 
the life and ministry of Jesus.  
The gospel according to Mark 
is the shortest of the four 
gospels.  It’s Jesus on the 
move and Jesus on mission.  
That mission is now being 
fulfilled in the last week of his 
earthly life as he enters 
Jerusalem during Passover 
week, spending one last week 

in his earthly ministry, culminating with the greatest 
weekend in history:  the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus.   

During these 6 weeks together in life groups we will look 
more closely at the last three chapters of this gospel, and 
also learn a simple and profound way to share the good 
news of the gospel in conversation with others as God gives 
us opportunity.   

Each week will feature a ten-minute video teaching 
segment.  This study guide is provided to offer an overview 
of the passage, a summary of the passage, some discussion 
questions and key takeaways.   
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Week 1 - Getting ready for the cross  
Mark 14:1-25   
Overview 
14:1-2  The plot to kill Jesus  
14:3-9  Jesus anointed at Bethany 
14:10-11 Judas plans to betray Jesus 
14:12-21 Passover preparations and remembrance 
14:22-25 The Lord’s Supper 

Summary 
Throughout this gospel you see the growing animosity of 
the religious elite against Jesus.  Now they plot yet again to 
arrest him and to kill him.  Jesus was then anointed with 
very expensive perfume by a woman who poured it over 
his head.  This radical demonstration of love for Christ is 
yet another symbol of his upcoming death on our behalf 
and the value of that sacrifice.  Some consider the value of 
the offering.  She saw the value of Jesus.  Judas makes his 
move to betray Jesus.  Then the disciples are instructed to 
prepare for the Passover, and that evening Jesus institutes 
the Lord’s Supper with them. 

Discussion Questions 
1. How do you react to someone wanting to kill Jesus? 
2. In what ways are we able to show our love for Christ? 
3. After all he had seen and heard why would Judas betray  

Jesus? 
4. What would it have been like to have been there for that 

first Lord’s Supper? 
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Key Takeaways 
1. Many people are confused about Jesus. 
2. It’s impossible to love Jesus too much. 
3. Partaking of the juice and bread is the powerful 
reminder of the death of Jesus. 

Application 
 What is one thing you have learned from this week 
that can impact your life for the glory of God and how will 
you apply that to your life? 

Prayer Request/Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 2 - Betrayed     

Mark 14:26-50  
Overview 
14:26-31 Peter’s Denial foretold by Jesus 
14:32-42 Jesus Prayer in the Garden 
14:43-50 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

Summary 
Leaving the upper room, they head out.  Jesus speaks to 
them mentioning that they will all fall away.  Peter insists he 
won’t.  Jesus says that he will deny the Lord three times.  
Peter emphatically denies that possibility even suggesting he 
would die for Him and they all joined in and agreed.  Then 
they come to the Garden of Gethsemane.  He had the 
disciples sit while he went off to pray.  He took Peter, James 
and John a bit further.  His soul was in great agony and 
sorrow.  He speaks deeply with the Father, surrendering to 
His will.  While he prays, the others fall asleep. Now he is 
betrayed by Judas.  The betrayer is one of the twelve.  He 
comes with those who have swords and clubs.  There are 
chief priests, scribes and elders.  Judas told them ‘the one I 
kiss is the man’.  He betrayed him with a kiss.  One of the 
disciples retaliates, but Jesus restores.  The scriptures are 
being fulfilled.  Now the disciples all flee.   
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Discussion Questions 
1. If you had been one of The Twelve and you heard Jesus 

speaking about all of you falling away, what would your 
reaction have been? 

2. Have you ever denied the Lord?  How did you feel?  How 
did you move forward in your faith after that?                                    

3. Prayer is a blessing and a serious matter.  Often it’s easier 
to sleep than to pray.  Why do you think we struggle in 
prayer?  What can we learn from Jesus about prayer from 
this passage?  How are you going to make progress in 
prayer? 

4. Have you ever been betrayed?  How did you feel?  What do 
you think that moment was like for Jesus?  For Judas?  For 
the disciples?  For the crowd? 

Key Takeaways 
1. Even those who are close to Jesus are in danger of denying 

Him.  
2. Prayer is one of the great gifts from God.  Pray always.   
3. Betrayal is a part of life from which we must recover even 

when it’s close to us.   

Application 
What is one thing you have learned from this week that can 
impact your life for the glory of God and how ill you apply 
that yo your life? 
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Prayer Request/Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 3 - Denying Jesus     

Mark 14:51-72 
Overview 
14:51-52 Mark flees 
14:53-65 Jesus before the council 
14:66-72 Peter denies Jesus 

Summary 
In this week’s passage we have two very popular narratives.  
The first is Jesus before the council.  In this narrative we see 
the Lord make a staggering statement.  How do we know the 
significance of this statement?  First, recognize the response 
by the high priest.  He knew exactly what Jesus was saying 
when he referred to the “Son of Man.”  Jesus was claiming to 
be the Messiah and even more so equal to God Himself.  We 
then come to the denial of Peter.  In some ways this is a 
comforting passage to many of us.  We all have struggled in 
our walk and have shrunk back from sharing our faith.  Here 
we see a disciple, future Apostle, and preacher on the Day of 
Pentecost, fearfully deny the very Lord for whom he would 
later die. 
Discussion Questions 
1. What is the significance of Jesus’ statement about the “Son 

of Man?” 
2. Why do you think we struggle sometimes to share our 

faith with others? 
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3. Share a time when you had a difficult time sharing your 
faith? 

4. What are some steps we can take to intentionally have 
conversations with others about Christ? 

Key Takeaways 
Jesus claimed to be God. 
We all have times of failure in our walk with Christ. 
We can be intentional about our faith with others. 

Application 
What is one thing you have learned from this week that can 
impact your life for the glory of God and how you will apply 
that to your life? 

Prayer Request/Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 4 - What would you have done?   

Mark 15:1-20 
Overview 
15:1-5 Jesus before Pilate 
15:6-15 The appeal to the crowd and their response 
15:16-20 The mocking of Jesus 

Summary 
From the overnight mock trials and proceedings, Jesus is now 
bound and delivered to Pilate.  Pilate asks Him a huge question:  
‘Are you the King of the Jews?’  Jesus said ‘You have said so.’  Jesus 
remains quiet in the midst of many accusations.   

Pilate is in a quandary.  Something doesn’t seem to fit and his 
wife is uneasy about the whole thing as well.  Yet in a savvy 
political move, he knows that they typically release one 
prisoner.  Pilate offers to release Jesus  the religious leaders stir 
up the crowd to request the release of Barabbas, a murderer.  To 
which Pilate says ‘What shall I do with the man you call the King 
of the Jews?’  They cry – ‘Crucify him’.  They are relentless.   

Pilate to appease the crowd releases Barabbas and delivers up 
Jesus for a scourging and to be crucified.  Jesus is mocked – with 
a purple cloak (color of royalty), a crown of thorns, and the 
salutation – King of the Jews.  They struck him, spit on him, knelt 
down before him and mocked him.  They led him out to be 
crucified.   
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Discussion Questions 
1. What would this moment have been like for Pilate? 
2. How did Jesus respond?  What does that teach us from that 

moment and for our lives today? 
3. If you were Pilate – what would you have done?   
4. Consider the intense mocking Jesus endured.  What does that 

teach us about His love and about endurance? 

Key Takeaways 
1. We all may face moments we did not anticipate.  
2. Our love for Jesus and ultimately His love for us will see us 

through each moment.   
3. When we are not sure what to do, we must do the next right 

thing.   

Application 
What is one thing you have learned from this week that can 
impact your life for the glory of God and how will you apply that 
to your life? 

Prayer Request/Notes: 
____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 5 - The Power of the Cross    

Mark 15:21-41  
Overview 
15:21-32 The crucifixion 
15:33-41 The death of Jesus 
15:42-47 The burial of Jesus 

Summary 
Jesus is carrying his cross headed to a hill called Golgatha.  
He is too weak to go on and a passerby is recruited to carry 
his cross.  Jesus is crucified.  His garments are divided among 
them as they cast lots for them.  The third hour would have 
been 9am (time was built from sunrise around 6am).  There 
was an inscription over his head ‘The King of the Jews’.  He 
was crucified between two thieves – one on the right – the 
other on the left.  He was mocked and insulted by the crowd, 
the religious leaders and the thieves.   

There was darkness from the sixth hour to the ninth hour 
which would be noon to 3.  Jesus cried out quoting Psalm 22, 
which is a powerful description of what He went through on 
the cross.  He breathed his last.  The curtain was torn in two 
from top to bottom in the temple.  A soldier bears witness 
‘Truly this man was the Son of God!’  Others were there who 
had followed Jesus.  Now it’s evening and they are getting 
ready for the sabbath. 
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In an amazing act of love and service, Joseph of Arimathea 
asked for the body of Jesus.  He took the body of Jesus down, 
wrapped him in a linen and laid him in a tomb.  Then the 
stone was rolled against the tomb.  Two of the women saw 
where he was laid.  He was crucified, dead, and buried.   

Discussion Questions 
1. What would it have been like to be on that journey to the 

cross with Jesus? 
2. Many mocked him and others believed (one thief and the 

centurion).  What would you have done? 
3. What can we learn from this story and the gospel in 

general about the power of the cross? 
4. What does Joseph’s request and action teach us about 

following Jesus? 

Key Takeaways 
1. Our Lord came to die, be crucified and give His life a 

ransom for many. 
2. Just as He was mocked, those who follow close to Him will 

be as well at times. 
3. Serving Jesus is a great honor and blessing.   

Application 
What is one thing you have learned from this week that can 
impact your life for the glory of God and how will you apply 
that to your life? 
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Week 6 - Hope Lives!    

Mark 16:1-8   Three Circles 
Overview 
16:1-8 The resurrection of Jesus 

Summary 
Now on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Salome came to the tomb early in the 
morning.  They were talking about who they could get to roll 
away the stone.  They looked up and saw it was rolled away!  
They entered the tomb and saw an angel seated there and 
they were alarmed.  He announces that he knows they are 
seeking Jesus who was crucified.  Then they hear the 
sweetest words ever.  “He has risen; he is not here”(v. 6b).  
They were eyewitnesses to an empty tomb.  They left in a 
hurry, totally amazed.   
The gospel is the story of the death, burial and resurrection 
of Jesus.  For 6 weeks we have been highlighting these 
themes.  This week we discuss further how to use a tool 
called ‘Three Circles’ to engage others in gospel 
conversations.  Be thinking about who you know:  family, 
friends, coworkers, neighbors, classmates, and people you 
meet along the way.  Ask God to give you opportunities and 
boldness to seize those opportunities to have conversations 
about faith.   
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The three circles build off these three themes:  God’s design, 
brokenness, and the gospel.  Material is included in this book 
for assisting you in preparing for such conversations and the 
opportunity to bring people to Jesus! 

Discussion Questions 
1. How does the resurrection of Jesus encourage you right 

now? 
2. Have you ever had a conversation with someone about 

what it means to be a Christian?  How did that 
conversation go?  What did you learn from it? 

3. What holds you back from having faith conversations? 

Key Takeaways 
1.  Jesus rose from the dead. 
2. The tomb is empty. 
3. Eyewitnesses saw the tomb and also saw him.   
4. Jesus is alive!  Hope lives! 

Application 
What is one thing you have learned from this week that can 
impact your life for the glory of God and how will you apply 
that to your life? 

*some of the overview headings are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, 
Large Print Edition, Crossway, Wheaton, Illinois, 2001 

*All scripture taken from English Standard Version unless otherwise noted. 
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Prayer Request/Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Three Circles - Share the Gospel 

God’s Design - Circle 1 
We see beauty purpose and evidence of 
God’s design around us. 

The Bible tells us that God originally 
planned a world that worked perfectly – where everything 
and everyone fit together in harmony.   

God made each of us with a purpose – to worship Him and 
walk with Him.  

The Bible says 
God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.   

Genesis 1:31 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the 

work of His hands.   
Psalm 19:1 

Sin 
Life doesn’t work when we ignore God and His original 
design for our lives.  We selfishly insist on doing things our 
own way.  The Bible calls this sin.  We all sin and distort the 
original design.   
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The consequence of our sin is separation from God – in this 
lie and for all of eternity.   

The Bible says 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   
Romans 3:23 

For the wages of sin is death.   
Romans 6:23a 

Brokenness - Circle 2 
Sin leads to a place of brokenness.  We 
see this all around us and in our own lives 
as well.   
When we realize life is not working, we 
begin to look for a way out.  We tend to 

go in many directions trying different things to figure it out 
on our own.   

Brokenness leads to a place of realizing a need for something 
greater. 

The Bible says 
They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and 

served something created instead of the Creator.  
 Romans 1:25 
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Gospel - Circle 3 
At this point, we need a remedy – 
some good news.   

Because of His love, God did not 
leave us in our brokenness.  Jesus, 
God in human flesh, came to us and 
lived perfectly according to God’s design.  

Jesus came to rescue us – to do for us what we could not do 
for ourselves.  He took our sin and shame to the cross, 
paying the penalty of our sin by His death.  Jesus was then 
raised from the dead – to provide the only way for us to be 
rescued and restored to a relationship with God. 

The Bible Says 
For God loved the world in this way:   

He gave His One and only Son.   
John 3:16 

He erased the certificate of debt . . . and has taken it out of the 
way by nailing it to the cross.   

Colossians 2:14 

Repent & Believe 
Simply hearing this Good News is not 
enough.   
We must admit our sinful brokenness and 

stop trusting in ourselves.           21



We don’t have the power to escape this brokenness on our 
own.  We need to be rescued.   

We must ask God to forgive us – turning from sin to trust only 
in Jesus.  This is what it means to repent and believe. 

Believing, we receive new life through Jesus and God turns 
our lives in a new direction. 

The Bible says 
Repent and believe in the good news.  Mark 1:15b 

For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from 
yourselves, it is God’s gift – not from works, so that no one cane 

boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9 

If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in 
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  Romans 10:9 

Recover & Pursue 
When God restores our relationship to Him, 
we begin to discover meaning and purpose in 
a broken world.  Now we can pursue God’s 
design in all areas of our lives.   
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Even when we fall, we understand God’s pathway to be 
restored – this same Good News of Jesus. 

God’s Spirit empowers us to pursue His design and assures 
us of His presence in this life and for all eternity 

The Bible Says 
For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire 

and to work out His good purpose.   
Philippians 2:13 

For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in 

them.  Ephesians 2:10 
*scriptures in this presentation are from the Holman Christian Standard Bible 

*From the Life on Mission App (Three Circles)  
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Prayer Request/Notes: 
__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 



Resources 



 

www.northsideonline.org  

http://www.northsideonline.org

	*some of the overview headings are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, Large Print Edition, Crossway, Wheaton, Illinois, 2001
	*All scripture taken from English Standard Version unless otherwise noted.
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