
Northside Notes                                                         August 8-9, 2020 

The Greatest Priest Ever 
Series:  The Faithfulness of God 

Scripture:  Malachi 2:1-9 

Overview 

1. The priests were a problem. 

And now, O priests, this command is for you.  Malachi 2:1 
 

a. They were careless in their leadership. 

b. They were careless in their worship. 

c. They were careless in their teaching. 

 

2. Spiritual leadership was compromised and would impact generations.   

If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor to my name, 

says the LORD of hosts, then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse 

your blessings.  Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay it 

to heart.  Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your 

faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it.   

               Malachi 2:2-3 

a. They were not listening to the Lord. 

b. They were not honoring his name. 

c. They were in a dangerous place. 

 

3. God had made a covenant with His people. 

So shall you know that I have sent this command to you, that my covenant 

with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts.  My covenant with him was one 

of life and peace, and I gave them to him.  It was a covenant of fear, and he 

feared me.  He stood in awe of my name.  Malachi 2:4-5 
 

a. It was a covenant of life. 

b. It was a covenant of peace.   

c. It was a covenant of fear. 

 

4. Levi was a spiritual leader. 

True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips.  He 

walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity.   

    Malachi 2:6 

a. He taught the truth.   

b. He walked with God.   

c. He turned many from sin.   

5. The ministry of a spiritual leader is essential. 

For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek 

instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.   

    Malachi 2:7 

 

a. He was a keeper of the faith.   

b. He was a teacher for the people of God. 

c. He was a messenger of the Lord. 

 

6. In Malachi’s day the priests strayed from their purpose. 

But you have turned aside from the way.  You have caused many to 

stumble by your instruction.  You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, 

says the LORD of hosts, and so I make you despised and abased before 

all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality 

in your instruction.  Malachi 2:8-9 

 

a. They had turned aside from God’s way. 

b. They caused many to stumble. 

c. They corrupted the covenant.   

 

Conclusion 

The greatest priest ever is Jesus! 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a 

high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

 

 Remember who you are in Christ. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but 

now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy.  1 Peter 2:9-10 
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